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Stories throughout this newsletter are 
written by residents of the parish of 
Hunshelf. Anyone who would like to 
contribute articles, information, events 
or photographs, please contact the 
Editor, Claire Derrick, on 07753523909 or 
email claire.derrick288@gmail.com 

Deadline for stories for the next 
Hunshelf Chat is 15 November 2021

Hunshelf Parish Council 
Members:
Kathryn Battye (Chair)
Louise Godley (Vice Chair)
Peter Garrity 
Philip Watts
Kathryn Austin
Elizabeth Wright (Clerk)

Contact via the Clerk on 07918128233, email 
providence.house65@gmail.com or via the 
website www.hunshelfparishcouncil.org.uk
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Young Litterpickers 
of Green Moor

Our young heroes, Archie and Ted, have been spending their spare time walking the 
length and breadth of Green Moor picking up litter with their trusty puppy companion 
Nellie. They've already filled four big bags with old crisp bags, black bin bags, broken 
grass and drink cans. Their routes have taken them down to the stepping stones, 
around the Delf, down Well Hill to name a few.

The boys are new to the village and have tackled this job head-on like true 
champions and have already made a difference to the look of the area. A deserved BIG 
THANKS goes to them and their parents.

IF YOU WANT TO HELP KEEP HUNSHELF CLEAN you can 

contact the Parish Council to find out how you can help in 

your patch and where to get the purple bags and litterpicker 

grabbers.



Parish Matters

Drystone wall repair: Two cold beers to the desert 
rats braving the temperature at 29 degrees.

Parish Council elections
With Covid restrictions being lifted in July 
the Parish Council has been able to meet 
“face to face” and hold its Annual Meeting.

Councillor Kathryn Battye was elected 
Chair of the Parish Council and Councillor 
Louise Godley was elected a Vice Chair for 
the forthcoming municipal year.

Parish Council meetings
The Parish Council is now going back 
to holding regular meetings in the 
Providence Room the second Monday of 
the month at 7.00pm. The next meeting 
will be on 13th September 2021. All are 
welcome to attend.

Commemorative stone
Specially engraved, commemorating 
Green Moor winning RHS Best of Britain 
Gold Award in the village category in  
 

2019, will shortly be placed in the wall by 
the Ivy Millennium Green.

Bid applications
The Parish Council is working towards 
submitting a bid to the Countryside 
Stewardship Capital Grant Scheme this 
could also help with repairs to the dry 
stone walls on Council land. The Council is 
also looking at projects which will protect 
and nurture the wildlife and wildlife 
habitat in the area. The Council is grateful 
to the Yorkshire Farming and Wildlife 
Partnership who has agreed to help with 
any application.

Footpath Maintenance
The Public Rights of Way team have fixed 
the damaged stile near the RIGGS site and 
added an additional six steps to the path 
leading to them, which will be a big help 
to walkers.

Centenary garden wall repair
The collapsed dry stone wall in the 
Centenary Garden has been repaired 
but further sections of the wall will need 
repairing soon so funds have been 
allocated from reserves to cover these 
costs.
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I never imagined that my first year as 
chairman of Hunshelf Parish Council would 
be like no other year in my lifetime and 
probably the most significant year for the 
entire planet since the end of the second 
world war. The Coronavirus pandemic has 
spanned over 18 months now and still 
continues to affect everyone, some more 
severely than others and my heartfelt 
sympathies and condolences go out to 
those who have suffered through the 
pandemic or indeed lost a loved one during 
this period. 

Over the last 12 months we have 
continued to operate as a Parish Council 
with our sub-committees still active. It has 
taken time but the use of Zoom (video 
conference) remote meetings technology 
has been invaluable with attendance by 
all parish councillors, local councillors, sub-
committee representatives and occasionally 
members of the public. I would like to 
thank all attendees and in particularly our 
clerk Elizabeth Wright who has facilitated 
these meetings and maintained the Zoom 
account on our behalf. 

In terms of PC public facilities we have 
had to follow government guidelines 
which meant both the playground and 
the telephone box were closed until 
Covid restrictions were lifted. Open spaces 
including Ivy Millennium Green, Centenary 
Garden, the Delf and the Isle of Skye 
remained open throughout and received 
many visitors enjoying their daily exercise 
during the difficult lock down periods. The 
picnic benches on the Delf field remain 
extremely popular for parishioners and for 
visitors from further afield. This substantial 
increase in visitors into the local area has 
not been without challenges and a number 
of parishioners have raised concerns to the 
Parish Council regarding parking, littering 
and disrespectful behaviour. We are not 
alone in the parish as similar instances have 
occurred throughout the country during this 
difficult time.  

The maintenance of our outdoor spaces 
has continued to be the prime task of our 
Team Green Moor sub-group including 
a number of regular volunteers. Led by 
chair Claire Derrick, the dedicated team of 

volunteers have spent many hours grass 
cutting, strimming, planting and weeding. 
Along with help from Twiggs in particular, 
Neil Battersby and Green Garden Recycling 
Company (compost donation), the team 
have made the village and surrounding 
area a pleasurable place to be for both 
residents and visitors. A plaque celebrating 
the environmental and floral achievements 
of Green Moor has been installed on the 
monolith on Ivy Millennium Green. On 
behalf of the Parish Council I would like to 
thank all of those involved with the team 
this year.

A number of environmental initiatives 
have been undertaken by volunteers 
including but not limited to:
• Installation of bird boxes (including 

owls)
• Installation of bat boxes
• Hedgehog highways
• Log stacks
• Wildlife areas
• Wild flower planting
• Tree planting

Hunshelf Parish Council - annual report of the Chairman, July 2021

Continued over page 
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Another sub-group which has previously 
been discussed, but dormant in recent years, 
is the Rural Footpath and Bridleway group. 
This year we discussed the resurgence of 
this group and I subsequently contacted 
ex councillors John Kerr and Barry Tylee. I 
was happy to find that John had already 
completed a full survey of the footpaths 
within the Parish, provided a data sheet 
describing each one and also produced a 
map showing each numbered footpath. 
I also discussed the footpaths with Barry 
Tylee who now is the local inspector for 
the Peak and Northern Footpath Society. 
Any defects can be clearly referenced and 
referred to Barry who will report these to 
the relevant authority on behalf of the PC 
to enable remedial works to be carried out. 
The PC would like to thank both John and 
Barry for their continued efforts to manage 
this process. The data sheet is now on the PC 
web-site and we have asked BMBC if we can 
publish the map with numbered footpath 
locations. 

The Sandstone to Southwark sub-group 
is working towards restoration/protection 
of the old Wagon way between Chapel 
Lane and the Isle of Skye quarry. No further 
progress has been reported since the onset 
of the coronavirus pandemic however 
the PC has made a donation to the repairs 
of  the private lane between Chapel Lane 
and New Houses which acknowledges this 
work paid for by residents, in part, improves 
protection of the wagon way.

Whilst the Carol Singers sub-group 
remains an important part of our 
community, the coronavirus pandemic and 
restrictions have halted any activities this 
year and postponed the publication of the 
revised edition of the Carol Book.

The Hunshelf Chat continues to 
be a significant and essential form of 
communication within the Parish and our 
thanks go to the editor Claire Derrick for 
her dedication and professional production 
of the newsletter. The many articles from a 
variety of contributors are of great interest 
and well received by parishioners.

The management and reporting of the 
PC’s financial position has continued to 
improve with the on-line cashflow forecast 
and reserve spreadsheet which is updated 
on a monthly basis by the Parish Clerk and 
myself. This template is a live snapshot 
of the Council’s income and expenditure 
throughout the year. It allows us to 
monitor spend and allocate reserves whilst 
forecasting forwards in order to stay within 
budgets to year end. A further development 
is the new Parish Council Projects 
spreadsheet. This document is a key element 
of the Parish Plan and is used to monitor 
all Council project activity from inception 
to completion. It records the categories, 
ideas, funding options, timescales, priorities 
and responsibilities for each project and 
therefore effectively acts as our Parish 
Council programme which is a fully visible 
representation of our activities. Below is a list 
of the completed activities this year:

Existing Heritage
• Wagon way - PC has made a donation 

to the repairs of  the private lane 
between Chapel Lane and New Houses 
which acknowledges this work paid 
for by residents, in part, improves 
protection of the wagon way.

• Peck Pond - Excavation of the bench 
and levelling of soil was carried out by 
TGM and Twiggs.

Road Safety
Footpath and Bridleway sub-group was re-
called - John Kerr has completed inspection 
of all 41 footpaths and compiled report data.

Community Facilities
• Playground - Extensive repairs were 

completed to the Playground surfacing.
• Delf - New steps were installed to the 

Delf field by TGM.
• Delf - Two new picnic benches were 

installed to the Delf Field by TGM 
(Donated by Brenda Mangham).

• Memorial Benches - A bench was 
replaced on Well Hill in memory of 
Harry Mangham and a further bench 
installed near the bus shelter in Green 
Moor in memory of Ian Moore.

The Environment
• Commemorative Plaque - installed 

to commemorate all village 
environmental/floral achievements

In addition to the above SYPTE finally 
installed the new bus shelter in Green Moor. 
Unfortunately the open nature of the front 
elevation of the shelter will not necessarily 
protect the users against our regularly 
inclement weather. One good piece of 
transport news is the recent introduction of 
the No. 26/26A bus service. The circular route 
covers Thurgoland, Crane Moor, Wortley, 
Fox Valley, Stocksbridge, Cubley, Penistone, 
then returns back via Cubley, Stocksbridge, 
Fox Valley, Deepcar and Huthwaite before 
ending back at Thurgoland. Green Moor 
can also be served on demand by calling 
SPCT on 0759 385 2259 or asking the bus 
driver. We have placed timetable leaflets in 
the Telephone box and on the Parish notice 
board as well as in the Hunshelf Chat. 

As I have mentioned, the Parish 
Council Projects list is a key element of 
the Parish Plan and the categories are 
closely linked to the BMBC Local Plan. We 
agreed that before the full Parish Plan was 
to be developed we would hold a public 
workshop to gather local thoughts and 
ideas that could be incorporated into a 
community driven list of priorities over the 
coming years. Unfortunately  this event has 
been postponed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic but we hope this can take place 
later this year.

The Parish Council continues to conduct 
business as usual under the extraordinary 
times we currently all endure and on behalf 
of my fellow councillors I would like to 
acknowledge and thank the various BMBC 
departments and our local councillors for 
their continued support.

Finally I would like to thank my fellow 
parish councillors for their support this year 
and wish good luck to the new chair for next 
year. I look forward to working with the team 
and getting stuck in to the various tasks, 
projects and initiatives that face us. As part 
of the Team Green Moor sub-group I have 
experienced at first hand the wonderful 
community spirit and inspiring dedication 
that we have in the core team and as a 
parting suggestion I would ask that we do 
our best to gain more volunteers from the 
wider parish.

Peter Garrity
Chairman, Hunshelf Parish Council  
July 2020 - July 2021

Installation of Tawny Owl box in the Delf 
woodland



Nature Table
Flies and Fly Paper
August 2021 has been a strange month. Our village of Green Moor has been 
inundated, perhaps infested with house flies. Not the large “Blue bottle fly’ of the 
genus Calliphora, commonly calliphora vomitoria. I remember studying these 
at school and these are the flies that are generally bred to produce maggots for 
fishing. The infestation we have experienced is the house fly, genus is Musca and 
therefore known as musca domesticus. These are smaller flies that are commonly 
associated with humans and human activity. They can carry serious diseases and 
we should take an outbreak like this seriously, potentially a public health issue.

But where have they come from and 
what has caused the outbreak? This is 
the first time in nearly 20 years that we 
have experienced these sort of numbers. 
One might think that global warming 
and the fluctuation in weather conditions 
may have provided the ideal conditions 
for this surge in numbers. This may be 
the case, but these flies must have bred 
somewhere and must be continuing to 
breed as their lifecycle is normally only 
28 days or so. They can fly a number of 
kilometres from their breeding grounds 
and are often associated with farms, 
stables and poultry farms where they 
breed in rotting manure or vegetation. 
Barnsley Council have had numerous 
reports around the borough so this is 
a regional issue. It is worth landowners 
considering government guidelines on 
where/how they store manure and be 
conscious how long manure piles are left 
in-situ out in the open, particularly if they 
contain poultry manure. For local villagers 
it would be good advice to keep compost 
heaps covered and green bin lids closed 
in an attempt to prevent the flies from 

continuing to breed.
As I have walked around the village 

of Green Moor and talked to neighbours 
it is clear the majority of us have had 
the same problem and have been using 
various forms of defensive action such 
as fly screens, fly sprays, fly swats, fly 
traps and fly papers. I would just like 
to highlight a serious ecological issue 
with the latter (sticky fly traps) when 
used outdoors, under a carport or in a 
garage perhaps. We are certainly guilty 
of using these under our carport and 
in our garage where thousands of the 
flies are congregating. Our front door 
is accessed through the carport and 
therefore flies are getting into our home 
in large numbers as we come in and 
out. We have been putting up these fly 
papers during the day as they are the 
most effective method of catching and 
killing large numbers of flies. Normally we 
take them down at night and store them 
in a closed greenhouse but occasionally 
have forgot to do this. Unfortunately our 
village population of Pipistrelle Bats love 
flies and I’m sure you can guess what 

happened next! We were gutted to find 
on two occasions that Bats have flown 
into the fly papers (probably responding 
to the noise of live flies stuck on the 
paper) and got stuck themselves. They 
eventually freed themselves but the sticky 
substance prevented them from flying 
away. Fortunately I found the bats in the 
morning and managed to contact our 
local expert for advice. I would just like to 
thank Robert Bell for assisting with the 
rehabilitation and release of two of the 
bats. At the time of writing Robert was 
taking care of a third bat with a damaged 
wing that we found in our garage. I was 
amazed and thankful that before Robert 
collected the bat, it gobbled down over 
30 houseflies when I hand fed it using 
tweezers!

Please remove flypapers from 
outdoor/garage locations overnight to 
avoid harming our local bat population. 
I am guilty of this and I have learnt a 
valuable lesson.

Peter Garrity - Images © Peter Garrity
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On the old records this small farm is referred to as Truns. This is possibly a shortened form of 'The Runs', so named because 
of several stream or rivulets of water which run through the lower fields into the River Don.

The fifty-five acres of land are now all 
down to grass and woodland, being too 
hilly and rough for modern cultivations. 
The farm accommodates a flock of about 
fifty ewes, plus their lambs during the 
spring and summer months. Occasionally 
heifers and horses are taken in for grazing 
too if sufficient grass is available. Many 
species of birds are to be seen and heard 
at Trunce, also other forms of wildlife 
including rabbits, hares, squirrels, foxes 
and badgers.

The present house was built c.1843 
to replace an earlier dwelling, of which a 
small part remained until the 1980s. Some 
of the outbuildings too were built during 
the period of the earlier house, as can be 
seen on a map dated 1801. 

For at least three centuries Trunce 
formed part of the Wortley Estate until 
Lord Wharncliffe sold the property in 1919. 
The earliest known tenants are Ralph 
Parkin and his son of the same name. 

They were followed by Thomas Walton, 
his daughter Betty Coldwell, and Joseph 
Hammerton who was Betty's second 
husband. When Joseph died in 1789 his 
son-in-law, Thomas Bramall was granted 
the tenancy. He and his son James were 
custodians of Trunce for the next seventy-
three years. Later tenants were George 
Wordsworth, who lived at Blackmoor and 
sublet the house at Trunce, Leonard Rusby, 
and finally a Mr Parker.

In 1919 the property was sold to the 
Godley family who became its first owner-
occupiers. After a stay of thirty-seven years 
they sold it in 1956 to Mrs Charlotte Cauty 
Smith whose daughter and her family 
resided in the house for the following nine 
years. In 1965 Trunce was bought by Mr 
Charles Crossland, then tenant of Hunshelf 
Hall, who utilised the land together with 
that of the bigger farm. The house at 
Turnce was let to various tenants on short 
lets until 1979 when Mr Crossland took up 

residence himself on his retirement from 
Hunshelf Hall. It is interesting to know that 
his wife Phyllis is the great-great-great 
granddaugher of Thomas Bramall who 
was here as tenant of the Wortleys from 
1789 to 1825. (Read her novel 'Echoing 
Hills')

This text was taken from a typed 
document belonging to, and 
probably written by the late 
Neville Roebuck, who was born 
and lived in Green Moor all his 
life. He was the local historian 
and many of his documents and 
photographs are in Penistone 
Archives.

Local History
TRUNCE FARM

Trunce Farm. Photograph ©John Kerr
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WHO ARE THEY?
Here are a couple of photographs from a Green 
Moor resident but we don't have any idea who they 
are or what the events were about.

The group in the lower shot are in the old Chapel, 
now the Boys Brigade centre. The top picture is a 
mystery other than its 'Green Moor 1919-20'. Does 
anyone have any knowledge or clue to either of 
them? If you do email the Editor 
claire.derrick288@gmail.com and I will update you 
in the next issue.



Another Local Walk 
Parkwood Springs and Wardsend Cemetery

Green Moor Sports Club

This walk takes in a natural ‘wild’ space close to the 
centre of the city of Sheffield. There is woodland and 
heath, open parkland, and a range of natural habitats 
where wild lupins bloom, kestrels hover, and deer 
have been seen. There are spectacular views over the 
city centre, the suburbs and the distant moors of the 
Peak District. 

The word ‘spring’ in ‘Parkwood Springs’ has nothing to 
do with water but lots to do with the old woodlands. You 
also pass alongside the River Don and visit Wardsend, an 
abandoned Victorian cemetery. 

More information is available from the Friends 
of Parkwood Springs and the Friends of Wardsend 
Cemetery.

For a full route description: 
https://stocksbridge-walkers.org.uk/short-walks-up-to-5-
miles/parkwood/

Dave Pickersgill

At the time of writing we have just two 
Saturday league games left to play this 
season. The first team are currently 
second in the table in division one and 
need to win one of their two remaining 
games to gain promotion to the 
championship. If they can achieve this 
it will be a great result for the team and 
the club. This would be the outcome of a 
great effort over the season by everyone 
involved. 

The second team have also performed 
well being fourth in division six. These 
achievements are remarkable because 
our teams are mainly made up of players 
who have progressed through our juniors 
or have connections with the club. We do 
not have any paid players which many 

clubs do who play in the higher divisions. 
Whatever happens we have had an 
excellent season. 

The U'15's presentation night will take 
place on Friday 4th September in the 
pavilion. This will include a sports quiz 
followed by a pie and pea supper. The U'9 
presentation night will be held on Friday 
10th September followed by a quiz night 
starting at 8pm with pie and peas.

A very enjoyable family fun day 
was held in the field on Bank Holiday 
weekend. Organised outdoor games were 
played  and two bouncy castles provided 
lots of fun for the youngsters. There was 
also a BBQ. A pie and pea supper was 
enjoyed later followed by camping out 
for the night, A cooked breakfast was 

served next morning by club members 
for the hungry campers! Many thanks 
go to Louise for all the organisation and 
hard work put in to make this event such 
a success.

The last league game will be on 
Saturday 11th September. After that work 
will be done on the wicket to prepare for 
next season. 

Our annual dinner and prize 
giving evening has not been booked 
yet because of all the uncertainty 
surrounding Covid.

Thank you to all who have given us 
their support over the season. 

Take care.
Ann Matthewman
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The Friends 
of the 
Isle of Skye
When our community set out to 
purchase the Isle of Skye for the benefit 
of all, it was necessary to establish a 
separate bank account, i.e. separate 
from the Parish Council. Funds into the 
account came from the Lottery and fund 
raising by members, notably Wyllan 
Horsfall.  After the purchase of the Isle of 
Skye, the account has been used to fund 
various projects in the parish, but now 
the HSBC Bank has decided that we are 
a risk. Apparently, they think we might 
be money laundering! The choice was 
to close the account, or to put money in 
every month. The latter was not a real 
option. 

It has been agreed that the account 
be closed and the balance placed in 
a ring fenced heading in the parish 
council accounts. Not a lot of money 
left, £239, but in case there is a suitable 
need, it can be used for the benefit of 
the parish. 

David Horsfall

Carols at 
Christmas
“Good News”, “Back Lane”, “Jacob’s 
Well”. Some of the carols that have been 
sung round the parish of Hunshelf for a 
very long time. Carols that are unique 
to the parish, carols that are unique to 
South Yorkshire, and of course the well-
known carols sung all over the world.

Hunshelf appears to be the last bastion of the Parish Sings. We tour the parish near 
to Christmas and sing our carols. Often, we are invited into homes, wonderful and extra 
enjoyable for the singers. At other times we sing in the streets and roads. One evening 
in a pub! Long tradition in South Yorkshire of carols in pubs. 

If you enjoy singing, you will be very welcome. There is no audition (perish the 
thought), no application to join. We welcome anyone who would like to join us at 
rehearsals in the Providence room on Mondays before Christmas. Details later on dates 
and times. 

We arrange at least one evening in a local pub, singing and socialising. Some 
members attend the Green Moor Church Carol Service to add weight to the 
congregation’s voices. We tour the parish. In past years the tour of the parish has 
finished at Underbank Hall, a decidedly good place to conclude the tour and 
commence Christmas. 

Anyone who is at all interested is invited to contact Kathryn Austin on 288 5888, or 
David Horsfall on 288 3684. No obligation, but we would welcome you

David Horsfall, Secretary
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Team Green Moor update
Areas around the village continue to be maintained by the team (displays in planters around the 
village and the playground; weeding, planting and mowing etc), and TWIGGS continue to help 
with a great deal of labour intensive jobs. 
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XOP Logistics volunteers

In addition:
• The hanging baskets have been up since June and this deserves a note of thanks 

to all of those who sponsored them.
• The RIGGS path has been refreshed and cleared
• Waste cleared and wood chippings donated by Neil Battersby Tree Car Ltd
• The Wildflower verge has been cut back and later raked allowing wildflower seeds 

to fall for next year's display
• The planned bird hide has been started in the Delf
• Six volunteers from XPO Logistics, alongside the team and TWIGGS, helped to clear 

untidy areas throughout the roadside and green areas, and went on to put fresh 
wood edgings to the Fairy Trail. A well deserved thanks to them all.

• Our new neigbours in New Houses have helped by mowing and strimming the 
paths leading in to the Delf. 

• Our new neighbours on Green Moor Road have helped with looking after the 
plants at the Trunce end stone gate, and litterpicking around the area. 

If you would like to join in and help please contact me for details.
claire.derrick288@gmail.com



Green Moor Church
Chapel Lane, Green Moor,  
Sheffield S35 7DW

5 September, Morning Service, 11am
12 September, Morning Service, 11am
19 September, Family Service, 10am
*26 September, Morning Service, 11am
3 October, Morning Service, 11am
10 October, Harvest Festival, 11am
17 October, Family Service, 10am
24 October, Morning Service, 11am
31 October, Morning Service, 11am
7 November, Morning Service, 11am
14 November, Remembrance Service, 10.30am
*21 November, Family Service, 10am
28 November, Morning Service, 11am

*Holy Communion

Penistone Paramount

For details contact 01226 767532
www.penistoneparamount.co.uk

Visit the above website for information 
and updates. 

The Venue
For more information or to book please 
call 0114 2838692 or email us/facebook 
The Venue Stocksbridge.

Wortley Hall

For event details contact 
0114 288 2100 www.wortleyhall.org.uk 
Stocksbridge Leisure Centre

Due to Covid19, information on events at our local venues are 
continually being updated. Please contact them or visit the 

websites/social media sites directly for information.

Penistone Community Centre

Penistone S36 6AR. Visit  
www.penistonetowncouncil.gov.uk for 
updates

Wortley Top Forge

For more details, contact Ted Young on  
01226 763896.  www.topforge.co.uk

Civic 

Visit www.barnsleycivic.co.uk or check 
out the facebook site @barnsleycivic 

Parish Council meeting
Second Monday of the month at 7.00pm in 
the Providence Room. The next meeting will 
be on 13th September 2021. All are welcome 
to attend. 

Fox Valley

For more information on events visit  
www.foxvalleysheffield.co.uk/events

• Weekly Friday Market
• Monthly Farmers Market  First 

Saturday of each month.

Middle Black Clough waterfall, photograph ©John Kerr
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