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The Isle of Skye 
Opens	17	June	2012

On Sunday 17 June the Mayor of  Barnsley Councillor Mrs Dorothy Higginbottom  and 
Vice Chairman of  the Hunshelf  Parish Council, Councillor Mrs Kathryn Austin declare 
the Isle of  Skye open as a public open space for all to enjoy.

A long journey for a small parish, many have helped and this edition of  The Chat is a 
tribute to all of  them.



“It has taken two and a half  years and 
a lot of  hard work but we can now 
blazon abroad that we have the cash to 
buy the Isle of  Skye for the parish and 
the wider community outside Hunshelf”. 

This was written in 2009 when we finally 
got the money to make the Isle of  Skye a 
parish asset instead of  a private one. As we 
celebrate the opening of  the Isle of  Skye to 
the public, we should reflect on the work 
and commitment by so many people that 
made it possible.

Later in the article we pay tribute to a lot 
of  people and organisations, all of  whom 
have helped in one way or another, some 
of  them with quite substantial help as well, 
but everyone’s contribution has been valued. 
Without all the help received we could not 
have done it.

It has been a remarkable feat for a small 
parish such as ours to be able to raise over 
£33,000. Thank you to one and all.

The Isle of  Skye will be opened at 
10.00 am on Sunday 17 June 2012 by the 
Mayor of  Barnsley, Councillor Mrs Dorothy 
Higginbottom and the Vice Chairman of  
the Hunshelf  Parish Council, Councillor 
Mrs Kathryn Austin  and all are welcome to 

share in our joy. Everyone who has made a 
contribution will get a specific invitation to 
come along. 

Thank you
In 2006 nine “Friends of  the Isle of  
Skye” stepped in to safeguard the land on 
behalf  of  the community. Their selfless 
gesture cost them all a considerable sum 
of  money in lost interest on savings. It was 
not expected that we would take so long to 
collect the funds, but the Lottery, although 
willing to consider a grant, wanted to change 
the whole ethos of  our Isle of  Skye. The 
“Friends” had not put money up front for 
the land to be changed, but to keep it as 
it has been for so many years, a wild and 
tranquil place.

We had problems. These were such 
that we could not start to look for funds 
for a while. The ownership of  the land the 
Friends had just bought came into question. 
There was a veritable patchwork quilt of  bits 
of  land. The Land Registry took its time in 
settling the matter, but now all is sweetness 
and light. We can move on to owning the 
Isle of  Skye by the parish

There must also be a special mention of  
Adrian Quinney who fronted the purchase 
at auction, and who put his expertise at the 
disposal of  the parish council.

Now we have repaid  the gallant band 

we can express our gratitude to: 
•  Kathryn Austin
•  Debbie Bates
•  David Horsfall
• Wyllan Horsfall
•  Richard Popplewell
•  Pat Prince
•  Doris Stubbs
•  Barry Tylee
•  Anne Wilson
Thank you. Without your help it would have 
been impossible.

Hunshelf  is surrounded by a ring of  
friends. We had contributions from parish 
councils and community groups, and we are 
very grateful for the support from:
• Bolsterstone Community Group
•  Corus Engineering Steels
•  Gunthwaite and Ingbirchworth Parish 

Council
•  Oxspring Parish Council
•  Penistone Town Council
•  Thurgoland Parish Council
•  The Bridge Community Shop 

(Stocksbridge) 
Thank you for your support. The feeling 
of  having friends around us was very 
comforting, especially when letters of  
rejection started coming in.

A major contributor from organisations 

We will give three cheers 
and one cheer more!
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outside the parish was the Peak and 
Northern Footpaths Society. Their offer 
of  £ 6,000 came at a critical time and was 
extremely welcome. PNFS has included 
some conditions in the offer. These are such 
that we gladly accepted them as they are in 
full accord with our hopes and ambitions 
for the Isle of  Skye, i.e. to keep it as it is. 
We have promised to try and promulgate 
the society to see if  members of  the parish 
would like to join.

Barnsley MBC’s Area Forum came up 
with a grant. Thank you to Nigel Bath and 
the members for their help.

The Hunshelf  Heritage Committee 
had some funds put aside for a rainy day 
and they came along and offered the whole 
lot as the purchase of  the Isle of  Skye is 
to safeguard our heritage as well as a quiet 
haven. Many thanks to all of  the committee 
members, especially to Doris Stubbs who 
negotiated the Byzantine administration in 
resurrecting what was in effect a dormant 
account.

Green Moor Sports Club, the Sunday 
name for the Green Moor Cricket Club, also 
made a substantial donation. We also had 
donations from The Railway Ramblers and 
The Historical Trades Trust (Wortley Top 
Forge). Our thanks to them all.

The members of  the Green Moor 
Methodist Church had a series of  collections 
and made a donation. Many thanks to 
all of  them for their generosity. It was so 
rewarding that many organisations in the 
parish have helped in one way or another.

Pennystone Walling made a contribution 
to the funds. Steve and Carl Fretwell have a 
contract to maintain the parish grounds and 
they say that they feel part of  the parish and 
wished to be included.

Our MP, Mick Clapham, found us a 
bottle of  House of  Commons Whisky. 
Debbie Bates and the Sports Club raffled 
this off  to add a lot more to the funds. 
Thank you Mick. (The whisky was won by 
Stephen Dixon. Cheers!)

Debbie also ran another raffle that 
raised funds. It looks as if  everyone in the 
parish bought tickets. A hamper from Marks 
and Spencer was donated by someone 
from outside the parish, thank you. Other 
parishioners donated bottles of  wine etc. 
Our thanks to them also. Apart from the 

funds raised it was encouraging that so many 
parishioners contributed in this way.

Last, but certainly not least, we have 
to thank the many individuals who made 
donations, in cash, in kind or in foregoing 
making a charge on the parish council thus 
reducing the expenditure for the year. We 
are not going to mention amounts made by 
individuals: every penny was welcome and 
appreciated. But it would be churlish if  we 
did not mention the extremely generous 
gift of  £6,000 from Nellie Spencer. It was 
her generosity that made the prospect of  
reaching our target feasible. The gift included 
a sum to recognise what would have been 
Ted Spencer’s 100th birthday, and £100 for 
each year that she lived in Hunshelf. 

Christmas 2008 will be memorable 
for the Fabulous, Fund Raising Funky 

Fairies made by Kathryn Battye and sold in 
numbers to add a considerable sum to the 
fund. Thank you Kathryn.

We are as grateful to all our other 
benefactors. So thank you to: 
•  Iain and Kathryn Austin
•  Julian and Debbie Bates
•  Chris Booth
•  Mavis Broadhead and Carrol
•  Miss M Cain
•  Mr Cooke and Mrs Inman
• Gill and Phil Davies‑
•  Geoff  Driver
• Mr and Mrs A Froggatt
•  Val Garner
•  Betty Haigh
•  David Horsfall
•  Wyllan Horsfall
•  Mrs Lincoln
•  Louise Mott
•  Richard and Lynda Popplewell
•  Claire Stansfield and Andrew Rainforth
•  Elsie Steel
•  J and K Topping
•  Mr and Mrs Topping
•  Christine Turner
•  Barry and Margaret Tylee
•  Dawn White
•  Dugald and Louise Wylie
•  Anonymous

Newsletters, even our Hunshelf  Chat, 
have finite lives and get recycled. The 
parish council minutes have to be kept 
“in perpetuity”, so the parish council will 
include in the minutes this article as a 
lasting testimony to all those who have 
helped the parish and the wider community 
in this project.

It has been a remarkable feat for 
a small parish such as ours to 
be able to raise over £33,000. 
Thank you to one and all.
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Hunshelf Parish Council June 2012
Councillor Richard Popplewell, Chairman
Councillor Mrs Kathryn Austin, Vice Chairman
Councillor Miss Kathryn  Battye
Councillor John Kerr
Councillor Barry Tylee
Clerk David B Horsfall
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