
Hunshelf Parish Council - annual report of the Chairman, July 2021 

I never imagined that my first year as chairman of Hunshelf Parish Council would be like no other 
year in my lifetime and probably the most significant year for the entire planet since the end of the 
second world war. The Coronavirus pandemic has spanned over 18 months now and still continues 
to affect everyone, some more severely than others and my heartfelt sympathies and condolences 
go out to those who have suffered through the pandemic or indeed lost a loved one during this 
period. 

Over the last 12 months we have continued to operate as a Parish Council with our sub-
committees still active. It has taken time but the use of Zoom (video conference) remote meetings 
technology has been invaluable with attendance by all parish councillors, local councillors, sub-
committee representatives and occasionally members of the public. I would like to thank all 
attendees and in particularly our clerk Elizabeth Wright who has facilitated these meetings and 
maintained the Zoom account on our behalf. 

In terms of PC public facilities we have had to follow government guidelines which meant both the 
playground and the telephone box were closed until Covid restrictions were lifted. Open spaces 
including Ivy Millennium Green, Centenary Garden, the Delf and the Isle of Skye remained open 
throughout and received many visitors enjoying their daily exercise during the difficult lock down 
periods. The picnic benches on the Delf field remain extremely popular for parishioners and for 
visitors from further afield. This substantial increase in visitors into the local area has not been 
without challenges and a number of parishioners have raised concerns to the Parish Council 
regarding parking, littering and disrespectful behaviour. We are not alone in the parish as similar 
instances have occurred throughout the country during this difficult time.  

The maintenance of our outdoor spaces has continued to be the prime task of our Team Green 
Moor sub-group including a number of regular volunteers. Led by chair Claire Derrick, the 
dedicated team of volunteers have spent many hours grass cutting, strimming, planting and 
weeding. Along with help from Twiggs in particular, Neil Battersby and Green Garden Recycling 
Company (compost donation), the team have made the village and surrounding area a pleasurable 
place to be for both residents and visitors. A plaque celebrating the environmental and floral 
achievements of Green Moor has been installed on the monolith on Ivy Millennium Green. On 
behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank all of those involved with the team this year. 

A number of environmental initiatives have been 
undertaken by volunteers including but not limited 
to -  

• Installation of bird boxes (including owls) 
• Installation of bat boxes 
• Hedgehog highways 
• Log stacks  
• Wildlife areas 
• Wild flower planting 
• Tree planting  

 


Installation of a Tawny Owl box in the Delf woodland 



Another sub-group which has previously been discussed, but dormant in recent years, is the Rural 
Footpath and Bridleway group. This year we discussed the resurgence of this group and I 
subsequently contacted ex councillors John Kerr and Barry Tylee. I was happy to find that John 
had already completed a full survey of the footpaths within the Parish, provided a data sheet 
describing each one and also produced a map showing each numbered footpath. I also discussed 
the footpaths with Barry Tylee who now is the local inspector for the Peak and Northern Footpath 
Society. Any defects can be clearly referenced and referred to Barry who will report these to the 
relevant authority on behalf of the PC to enable remedial works to be carried out. The PC would 
like to thank both John and Barry for their continued efforts to manage this process. The data sheet 
is now on the PC web-site and we have asked BMBC if we can publish the map with numbered 
footpath locations. 

The Sandstone to Southwark sub-group is working towards restoration/protection of the old Wagon 
way between Chapel Lane and the Isle of Skye quarry. No further progress has been reported 
since the onset of the coronavirus pandemic however the PC has made a donation to the repairs of  
the private lane between Chapel Lane and New Houses which acknowledges this work paid for by 
residents, in part, improves protection of the wagon way. 

Whilst the Carol Singers sub-group remains an important part of our community, the coronavirus 
pandemic and restrictions have halted any activities this year and postponed the publication of the 
revised edition of the Carol Book. 

The Hunshelf Chat continues to be a significant and essential form of communication within the 
Parish and our thanks go to the editor Claire Derrick for her dedication and professional production 
of the newsletter. The many articles from a variety of contributors are of great interest and well 
received by parishioners. 

The management and reporting of the PC’s financial position has continued to improve with the on-
line cashflow forecast and reserve spreadsheet which is updated on a monthly basis by the Parish 
Clerk and myself. This template is a live snapshot of the Council’s income and expenditure 
throughout the year. It allows us to monitor spend and allocate reserves whilst forecasting forwards 
in order to stay within budgets to year end. A further development is the new Parish Council 
Projects spreadsheet. This document is a key element of the Parish Plan and is used to monitor all 
Council project activity from inception to completion. It records the categories, ideas, funding 
options, timescales, priorities and responsibilities for each project and therefore effectively acts as 
our Parish Council programme which is a fully visible representation of our activities. Below is a list 
of the completed activities this year: 

Existing Heritage 

• Wagon way - PC has made a donation to the repairs of  the private lane between Chapel Lane 
and New Houses which acknowledges this work paid for by residents, in part, improves 
protection of the wagon way. 

• Peck Pond - Excavation of the bench and levelling of soil was carried out by TGM and Twiggs. 

Road Safety 

• Footpath and Bridleway sub-group was re-called - John Kerr has completed inspection of all 41 
footpaths and compiled report data. 

Community Facilities 

• Playground - Extensive repairs were completed to the Playground surfacing. 
• Delf - New steps were installed to the Delf field by TGM. 
• Delf - Two new picnic benches were installed to the Delf Field by TGM (Donated by Brenda 

Mangham). 
• Memorial Benches - A bench was replaced on Well Hill in memory of Harry Mangham and a 

further bench installed near the bus shelter in Green Moor in memory of Ian Moore. 



The Environment 

• Commemorative Plaque - installed to commemorate all village environmental/floral 
achievements. 

In addition to the above SYPTE finally installed the new bus shelter in Green Moor. Unfortunately 
the open nature of the front elevation of the shelter will not necessarily protect the users against 
our regularly inclement weather. One good piece of transport news is the recent introduction of 
the No. 26/26A bus service. The circular route covers Thurgoland, Crane Moor, Wortley, Fox 
Valley, Stocksbridge, Cubley, Penistone, then returns back via Cubley, Stocksbridge, Fox Valley, 
Deepcar and Huthwaite before ending back at Thurgoland. Green Moor can also be served on 
demand by calling SPCT on 0759 385 2259 or asking the bus driver. We have placed timetable 
leaflets in the Telephone box and on the Parish notice board as well as in the Hunshelf Chat.


As I have mentioned, the Parish Council Projects list is a key element of the Parish Plan and the 
categories are closely linked to the BMBC Local Plan. We agreed that before the full Parish Plan 
was to be developed we would hold a public workshop to gather local thoughts and ideas that 
could be incorporated into a community driven list of priorities over the coming years. Unfortunately  
this event has been postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic but we hope this can take place 
later this year. 

The Parish Council continues to conduct business as usual under the extraordinary times we 
currently all endure and on behalf of my fellow councillors I would like to acknowledge and thank 
the various BMBC departments and our local councillors for their continued support. 

Finally I would like to thank my fellow parish councillors for their support this year and wish good 
luck to the new chair for next year. I look forward to working with the team and getting stuck in to 
the various tasks, projects and initiatives that face us. As part of the Team Green Moor sub-group I 
have experienced at first hand the wonderful community spirit and inspiring dedication that we 
have in the core team and as a parting suggestion I would ask that we do our best to gain more 
volunteers from the wider parish. 

Peter Garrity 
Chairman, Hunshelf Parish Council July 2020 - July 2021 

  


