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Location, GeologyTopographyand Current $e

The excavations ere located in Field A, centred on NGE@9,40115) at an average altitude of 275m descending
in a gentle slope to the NNW (figure 1).

The field lies to the north west of Back (or previously, Bramah) Lane on Snowden Hill Common in the Parish of
Hunshelf South Yorkshire, 3km north west of the town of Stocksbridge. It is approximately 10 km south west of the
centre of Barnsley. The area was called Snodden Hill prior to the first Ordnance Survey six inch map of 1854 due tc
the OS surveyors apparently miswmdtanding the local dialect (Hey 2002).

The geology of the local area consists of alluvguetay and silt overlying bedrock of Greenmoor Sandstone from a
local environment previously dominated by rivers. These sedimentary deposits are fluvial inamgjimgrfrom
coarse to fine grained and form beds of deposits reflecting the channels and floodplains of a river (BGS 2020).

Field A and the surrounding agricultural land is described as grade 4, poor (Natural England 2020) and is currently
used as pasturalthough it has been ploughed in the past. It is situated in a relatively sheltered position north east
of the Hunshelf ridge which runs south east to north west in an almost unbroken line from above Greenmoor to
Hartcliffe Hill. The ridge carries the oaint road which follows the route of the former salt road (Hey 2001). There

are extensive views from Field A. The panorama looking from west to east reveals Hartcliffe Hill at a distance of
3.5km, a prominent feature in the landscape at an altitude of 36Rwyd Moor to the north west with its array of

wind turbines, the town of Penistone with its parish church. Emley moor 12km to the north with its TV mast and on «
clear day, distant views in the direction of the Yorkshire Wolds to the north east. Tashéhere are views to
Thurgoland and beyond.



Packhorse route to Willow Bridge

Boundary of Oxspring to the N#d Hunshelf to the SE Field A

Salt roadaccesdgor Oxspring Parish

Figure 10Ssix inchmap, 1854 showing thelocationof field A SourceNLS



Test‘Pit 1:Test Pit 2

Figure 2: Metest pit locations Source: Google Earth
TP1: NGR 425601,401193.

TP2: NGR 425627, 401200.



Background

Theexcavatiorof the two test pitswas initiatedoy Wendy Cradandfollowing her researcland subsequent report,
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also describes a cropmairk Field Afound by heron an aerial photograpfrom 1948(this isshownsuperimposedn

red on figures4 and 5) She suggestshis could be the boundargf a putative Roman campneasuring approximately

8 acresHer reportalsostates thatthe area isunusual in thatat ThrostleNest (figure 1) therés a junction of three
parishes, Oxspring, Hunshelf and Langsett, where a short strip of land provided Oxspring parisbesghaathe
saltroad2 SyReQa €201t {y2¢ft SRBittysSayid obtéinhR kirfde3rgsoin rt@2 y i I O
excavation.

There isanecdtal evidence of a fragment of bronze and three Rornaimsfoundin Field Ay a metal detectorist
(Crossland 20173%adly the wiereabouts of which are unknown.

Metal detectingfindsrecorded at the PortabléntiquitiesSchemdound within 500 metre®f the test pitlocatiors:

Tankard handle, AD 41b, Ref. SWYORCS8E9AA

Round plate brooch, AD 2260, Ref. SWYOR4F9BDC
Roman headstud broo¢AD 75200, Ref. SWYOR4F4929
Copper alloy Romarrtioch, AD43120, RefSWYOHR7989E.
Silver plated denariusoin, AD74, ReBWYOR5A6AL.

Crop marks on aerial photographs from 1975 takgrClambridge Aerial Photos showK S &;@ yW2JBy &5 €
shaped enclosurerhich is recorded in the Sites and Monuments Re¢8MR 217&ndwhich spans two fields
approximately 200 metres from thaea where the test pits were excavataddalsoa distind curving depression in
Field Afigure 3.
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some folk memory of another site in the area.

TheHunshelfEnclosureAct was completed in 1813 (Kenworti17).The Oxspring Enclosure Act was passed in
1818 and the land was enclosed in 1826 when the current walls were built. Previously Snowden Hill Comltion wou
have been open moorland (H&@p01).

Figure 1 clearly showhe public right of way, which still &sts, crossing the field and running from Dyson Cote in the
south, ultimately north to Penistone. The antiquity of the path is uncertain but it is reasonable to believe it has been
in existence for a long period of time given its route disregarding théosed field wallslthough respecting the

G/ I YLX ghéwn @ith thied possible banks oitches 6ee also figure 3).

With the full cooperation oMr Battye,a local metal detectorist was invited to explore Field A to plough soil depth.
Items discoverd included asilver thimble, giece of rolled up lead, a smalbpper alloy stud, aopper alloyobject
thought to bea possibleghalera and a small lump of solidveit suggested to be hack gtv These items are yet to

be positively identified andecarded

The Parish boundary between Oxspring to tloeth west and Hunshelf to the south east forthe north west

boundary wall of Field A (figure 1). This boundary once follawedoute of a packhorse trail between Bradfield and
Wakefield (Hey 2001) whiakas in use in 1640 and probably much earlier (Nicholson 200ig.can be observed

where the track, even today, continues north easterly to the packhorse crossing of The Don at Willow Bridge (figure
1). The boundary, its wall and evidently the packhdrai continues south west to Thstle Nest, formerly Bleak

Royd (figure 1yvhere it meets the salt road from €bhire to Rotherham (Hey 2001).
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Thisboundary washe subject of (R A & LJdz(i S A bétwekek Godfig Basvill@ého owned the landhdhe
Oxspringside of the boundarand Edward Wortley, owner difie land on the Hunshelf sid&he disputevent to
arbitration. The boundary was defined and the issue finally resalvétbvember 175¢W .E. Spencer, SDHS

CKS a/ | YLXE

Figure 3Aerial photograph, 12/08/975,source C.A.P. Curving @pression



Geophysical &veys

Magnetometry (figure 4and resistivity (figure 5) geophysical surveys were carried out by the University of Sheffield
with the help of volunteers in December 2017.

The geophysical surveys were carried out using 20m square grids. 41 square grids were covered by the
magnetometry srvey and 8 grids in the north east corner were also covered by the resistivity survey.

The curving depression showed up as a weak positive linear anomaly on the magnetometry survey and as linear
anomaly of low resistance on the resistivity survey. Thatuiee was tentatively identified as a cut feature of
archaeological origin.

A strong positive discrete anomaly approximately 4m in diameter just to the south of the curving feature was
detected by the magnetometry survey. This feature was just outsidatba covered by the resistivity survey. This
feature was tentatively identified as a cut feature of archaeological origin.

A weak positive linear anomaly with a rigdmigled bend was detected by the magnetometry survey but showed as
an area of low resist&e on the resistivity survey. It was unclear if this feature was archaeological in origin.

A linear anomaly of low resistance was shown on the resistivity survey on a line parallel to that of the public
footpath. This feature was tentatively identified a former line of the public footpath.



Dark Circular Feature
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)

Snowden Hill Common Magnetometer

[__) Roman Camp (Evidence for a Roman Camp at Roughbirchworth, Wendy
Crossland, 2017)

———> Indicates corresponding point on resistivity survey

Hgure 4 Showinghe circularfeature targeted byTest Pit 1Source: Sheffield University



Snowden Hill CommoResistivity

——— Line of cropmark suggesting boundary of Roman c@@npssland, 2017)

--------- Footpath

Field walks

———> Indicates corresponding point on magnetomesyrvey

Figure 5Showingthe boundary of the possible Roman camp. Source: Sheffield University



Aims and Objectives

The excavation of Test PitMasproposed toinvestigatethe dark circularfeature revealed by the magnetometer
(figure 4).

Test Pit 2 was excavatéa investigate he curving depression visiblefigure 3.

The objectiveof the exercisewas togather any archaeological data andhopefullybuild evidence of a possible
Roman presence in the area whislould add to current knowledge.

Methodology

In October 2018, using measurements calculated froengbophysical surveysositionswere plottedfor the
excavation of two, 1 metre square test pits to be called TP1 and TP2.

The test pits were dug by hand. Thegre recorded by single ctaxt, photographed using a digital camera and
drawings were made.

Grid references were obtained using a Garmin etrex 20 hand held GPS device.

The following is a bef description of the results
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Test Pit 1. 1 metre square, location NGR 4256801193.

Theplough soil (context 1001yas excavated with nevidenceof finds The subsoil, (context 1002) at 10cms below
ground level, revealed a number of smallhedium stonegfigures).

Figure6: TP1, context 1005o0urce: A.Tissington
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As thesubsoil andstones werebeing removeda claylayerwas revealeqcontext 1003 depth 20cmBGL figure 7)

comprising an irregular shaped band running rouds{ to NNWembedded with a few small ston€khere was a
concentration of stones to the SWf the test pit.

Context 1003

Figure 7 TP1 SourceA. Tissington
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After removingthe remaining sulwil leaving context 1008 place two clay layers were revealednaain clay layer
to the north west of context 100@&ontext 1005 depth 2224cmBGL.figure § and a clay layer to the north east of
context 1003 ¢ontext 1012 at a depth of 224cm BGL Both these layers were believed to be natural. The

layers wereat an average oBcmslower than context 1003 and further exposed the extent of the irregular shaped
raised clay levelt wasnhoticed the stonesevealed at this levedeemed to be bounded by the cat apossiblepit
towardsthe southern corneof TP1(figure § with aconcentration of stones to the northern corner.

{YFff LIASOSseetdxt) a OK | MuD &ay fayercontext1005 Possible cut of pit

Figure8: TP1 SourceA. Tissington
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Context 1003 had a larggughlyreversed v ¢ 2 &lJ shabeiidepvdssion(due to drying and crumbling dtie
clay surround)context 1006 figure § which containedsoil anda pieceof what appeared to beharcoal. Laterafter
being sent for datingAR$which was not successful, it wdsught to be shale or similaA further small piece of
similar materialwas located at the SE edge of TRdure § also later nd thought to becharcoal There was one
small circuladepressiorin context 1003hat containedonly subsoil(figure 8.

Reversél v ¢ & K| LIS RcomeXtlIDOB 4 a4 A 2 Y

Figure 9 TP1 context 1006Source A. Tissington
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The NE portion of TPdas leftundisturbed andnvestigations wereoncentrated on thefill of the possible pit

(context 1009) S me of the stonedrom the NW cornemvere removedwhile retaining the stones to the SE of the
possible pitTheywere relatively loosely packeazhd containingsome appearing to be burifigure 10). At a depth

of 34cmBGLthe upper surface of a large stone (context 10fiure 10 was revealedt the west corner of TR1

While not easy to see on the photographs there appeared to be three or possibly four shallow grooves running E/W
on the uppersurface of his large stone

Piece of off white stonéater identified as chalksee page 16 Burnt stone

Fgure 10 TP1 SourceA. Tissington Burnt stone

Large grooved stone (context 1010)
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After continuing to remove thstones to the NW of the pit, alaylayer(context1011)was revealedvhich was
believed to be anatural clay surface at a depth of 39 to 48B@L(figure 1) descendingrom SE to NWDuring tlis
final removal of stonestwo small piecs of off whitestonewere noticed whiclwere later identifiedas chalk due to

tests carried ouby Barry Tyleéseefigure 10for the location of oneof them placed on edge amongst the loose
stones.

At this lowest leve{48cm, BGlgontext 1011 figure 17 it wasnoted that there weretwo voids extending under the
large stongcontext 101Qwith the stone appearing to rest onstione at the edge of its narveest point(figure 12.

Natural clay surfacel011

“\wrnmn,,ﬁ-u:. oo ,,u 77
| 7 Sy / Y ! > E

Figure 11TPL, context 1011 SourceA. Tissington
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Context 1010

Figure 12 TP1context 1010showing voidsSource A. Tissington

Context 1005 Context 1003

At this pointa decision was made concludethe excavation

All stones fom the test pitapart from the off whitestones mentionecearlierwere thought to resemble the local
geology.
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Test Pit 2 1 metre square,dcation NGR 425624201200.

The plough soil (context 2001) was removed with only one fimietal hook which appeared to be of recent date.

As the subsoil (context 20p%vas being removed it was noticed tHabsely boundstonesand voidswvere appeaing
at the SE edge of TP@igure 13 at a depth of 30cm.

Figure 13 SE edge of P2 loosely bound stonessource A. Tissington
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It wasdecided to investigate this small ar&ather anda narrow stip was excavatedfigure 14 which eyosed
more loose stones. The subsoil was then remadedn to the same depth acrossdtlentire test pit.

R o ~ i U
QR T i A

Figure 14TR2. Facing SWSourceA. Tissington
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The further removal of the subsa#vealed dayer of stonegcontext 2003figure 15 depth 31cm. BGlL.with more
voids Tte stones all appeared to bHeose in the subsowith mainly small stones and a few mediumlénge stones.

Finding this inconclusive a decision was medearry onand removethem.

Figure 15TP2 context 2003Source: A. Tissington
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At a depth of 46mBGL, (figure J@he upper surface dverylarge store (context 2004 was revealedavith large
tightly packedstones(context 2003 to the NW side of TR Thedifferencewas notedbetween context 200%nd the
areaof small to mediumoose stonesevealedto the SE of th test pit which was givethe contextnumber 2006
The packed stones (context 200bgre retained whilspart of thearea of soiand loose stones (context 2006Ras
removed toinvestigate context 2004 arascertain anatural level.

Context 2006

Figure 16 TP2Source: A. Tissington

Very large stone, context 2004 Context 2005
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What wasbelieved to be anatural clay leve{context 2007)ying beneath the loose stonegas found at anaximum
depth of 6&mBGL(figure 17.

Context 2004 Context 206

Figure 17 TR2. Source: A. Tissington

Natural clay levekontext 2007
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